Child Protection Policy

St. John’s PS, Swatragh

The Designated Teacher for Child Protection is Mrs. Kearney

The Deputy Designated Teacher for Child Protection is Mrs Coyle.
We can talk to Mrs. McCullagh about any matter that is troubling us.
Why Have This Policy?
We are a Rights Respecting School. We learn about our rights and this policy is here to help us have our rights. We want to be looked after and kept safe by learning to respect ourselves.

How Our Learning Helps
Teachers will provide special lessons and topics when we do RE, PDMU, WAU and PE.
CHILD ABUSE

May be

· Physical

Children can be hurt or allowed to be hurt.
· Neglect
Children can be ignored or harmed.
· Emotional

Children can be ignored or pressured.
· Sexual

Children can be made to do things they shouldn’t.
A Policy in the Use of Reasonable Force: Safe Handling

1. Teachers can only grab children if the child is in danger or is going to harm another person.
2. Teachers are allowed to grab people to keep them safe-but not around the neck.

ANTI BULLYING POLICY

St. John’s PS Swatragh

We are a Rights Respecting School and we want to be protected from bullies.

AIMS

a. To help us be confident.
b. To prevent bullying behaviour.

c. To stop bullying if it happens.
HOW?
1. By keeping us in a safe environment where everybody is respected.
2. If children are getting bullied they know they have an adult they trust and can talk to about it.

3. Everyone needs to be involved.

Principal

Teachers/Parents

Secretary

Classroom Assistants

Supervisory Assistants

Building Supervisor

Kitchen Staff

WHAT DO CLASS TEACHERS DO?
1. Teachers make sure we get along with each other in and outside of class.
2. Find out what pupils think in RE, PDMU and at other times.

3. Write down what happened.

WHAT DO PUPILS DO?
1. We will keep our hands and feet to ourselves.

2. We will listen to each other in…
· Circle Time

· Listening Box

· Making a Class Charter

· When we make up our Rewards and Sanctions

WHAT WILL THE PRINCIPAL DO?
1. Mrs Kearney will talk about bullying and what to do about it in Assemblies.

2. She will make sure everyone reports any bullying to her.
WHAT WILL PARENTS DO?
1. Parents need to make sure children keep their mobile phones at home or give it to Mrs Kearney to lock in the office until home time.

2. Parents have to agree with the school’s rules.

IF YOU ARE BULLIED…
DO
Talk to Mrs. McCullagh or to your parents or another teacher

              Tell only the truth

             Write down what the bully did or said to you and how you feel about it.

TRY NOT TO …

· Keep quiet when you are being bullied.

· Don’t hide your problems.

· Don’t fight back.   
HOW CAN WE TELL IF THERE IS BULLYING?
· There are worries about travelling to and from school.
· A child may not want to go to school.

· Their work might be getting worse.

· They might not be concentrating.

· You might keep getting tummy or head aches.

· They might have unexpected changes in behaviour.

· You might cry, not eat, not sleep, and have nightmares.

· You might wet the bed.

· Are your things being moved?

· Has someone asked you for money?

· Have you got marks or torn clothing?

· Are you scared to talk about your worries?

WHAT IS BULLYING?
Using words to hurt others

Being left out.

Being attacked.

Being asked for money
Rude hand signs

Threatening

Damaging your belongings
WHAT HAPPENS TO HELP US FIND OUT ABOUTAND DEAL WITH BULLYING?
All bullying will talked about outside of the class and lessons.

We will not shout. We will be calm so people can say what happened.

Others, not just the victim or the bully can tell Mrs Kearney or the teacher if they know something about it.

All bullying will be reported to the parents of the victim and the bully.

SOCIAL NETWORKING

We need to be sure no-one gets bullied on websites or phones.

Parents need to know that children under 13 should not have a Facebook page.

We should never contact a member of staff by phone or Facebook.

HOW WE CAN BE ON OUR BEST BEHAVIOUR
We want everybody and everything to be happy and safe in our community.

We want good self-discipline and to respect the staff.

We want self-confidence, independence and self-esteem.

We want to encourage good behaviour in pupils.

We want to help children respect themselves and each other and the environment.

We want to work closely with home, school and our community.

We want to look after each other’s belongings.

We want to help children whose behaviour is bold sometimes.

“We are all good but sometimes we do bold things”

We want our school to help us.

WHAT DO WE HAVE TO DO?

PUPILS:

We need to work hard, have fun and respect others.

TEACHERS:

To look out for the pupils. 

To spot poor behaviour.

To keep everyone safe.

PARENTS:

To make sure children are comfortable at school and by asking how your day was.

To make sure the children know the difference between right and wrong.

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

We are a Rights Respecting School. Teachers will encourage us to look after ourselves, our things and the school so that our rights are protected.
Teachers will reward…

· Hard work

· Being helpful

· Taking care of school property

· Being on time

· Coming up with ideas.

In the classroom…

· We will make people feel they belong.

· Work together well.

Remember we pupils have rights to:
· Use and care for the school

· Use school books and equipment

· A tidy classroom

· Have a safe environment

· Be listened to

· Understand what will happen if we do something we are not meant to

· Be treated with respect

So that we can all make sure we get these rights we all have to:

· Walk when inside

· Avoid rough play

· Respect the supervisors

· Put rubbish in the bin

· Recycle all we can

· Line up at bell-time

And in the dining hall:

· Speak quietly and respect the supervisors and cooks.

· Tidy up after we eat

· Leave quietly after saying our prayer ‘Grace After Meals’

And when leaving the school during the school day:

· Only leave the school during the day if an adult is with you and your teacher and the secretary know you are going out.

And when we are coming to and going home from school:

· Come to school between 8.30 and 9.00am

· Hang up your coat

· Take your books into class

· Self-register
· Go out to play or chat quietly inside.

And at the end of the school day:

· Line up near the gate and wait for the duty teacher

· On wet days go to the hall and the duty teacher will let us out.
· Keep safe and be road aware.

· If a stranger speaks to you walk on and be sure to tell an adult.

· If you are frightened then scream loudly to draw attention

· Use the pelican crossing to cross the road

· Go straight home and not to the shop

And on the bus:

· Avoid distracting the driver

· Listen to bus monitors
REWARDS AND SANCTIONS

Teachers will:

· Use the Class Charter which we draw up together.

· Treat us all the same.

· Encourage us to work harder.

· Teachers need to give us things we can try to do.

· React quickly to good and poor behaviour

Mrs Kearney gets involved when:

· We are really good

· There is something serious

· If anyone keeps on doing the wrong thing

What Can She Do?

· Use a sanction from our class

· Talk to the child about their attitude and behaviour

· Ring or write home

· Make sure the child finishes any work they miss.

“We all do the things written in this policy because we want to understand about the world and how it works.”
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