The Use of Novels in the Classroom





We will attempt to provide a number of opportunities for pupils to experience as wide a range of novels as possible.





1.	Individual Novel Reading - Pupils will select novels according to their own 	interest from a broadly graded selection.  They will be encouraged to record 	their selections and to provide a comment on the book which may be shared 	with others.  There will be opportunities to discuss their choice with the teacher and peers.





2.	Group Novel Reading - This will be a shared reading experience for a group 	of pupils and their teacher.  Pupils will be encouraged to discuss themes, 	characters, plot and language and to find out as much as they can about the 	way in which books are written and produced.





3.	Class Novel - Books selected for reading to the class by the teacher or in some 	cases,  selected novel read by teacher and all pupils in class, listened to on 	audiotape and watched on video cassette.





Novels and Drama





	Drama can be used either to offer opportunities for children  to re-enact 	favourite scenes or to re-interpret these scenes or it may be used to explore 	themes within the novels.





Examples of activities associated with the school Programme of Study for Reading





	(a)	Posters to illustrate books





	(b)	Book reviews





	(c)	Choose a favourite part of a book and read it aloud to the class, a small 		group or onto a tape recorder





	(d)	Write to a character in the story





	(e)	Invite a character to your house and plan what you will do





	(f)	Write a conversation between two characters in a book or in a book 		illustration





Some topics for small  group discussion





Book illustrations - how important, appropriate?


Text - could it be improved?    -    Publishing    -     Proof reading   -   ISBN


Authors’ rights





Encouraging Reading Comprehension and Language for Learning





The following group activities will be encouraged in the context of the Pupils’ Reading





		1.	Close procedure


		


		2.	Prediction


		


		3.	Sequencing


		


		4.	Study skills





SPELLING





In Key Stage 1 pupils will be introduced to the most common patterns of words and taught to draw on this knowledge in their writing.  They will be encouraged to spell correctly and to remember the spelling of a range of familiar words which occur regularly in their writing or reading.  They will be taught the sounds and names and order of the letters at an appropriate time and helped to apply their knowledge to simple dictionary work.





During Key Stage 2 pupils will be helped to extend knowledge acquired in Key Stage 1.  They will continue to be taught to spell words that they need to use in their writing and emphasis will be placed on independent searching for words in dictionaries and thesaurus.  We are particularly interested in encouraging the children to discuss with each other the correct spelling of words.





HANDWRITING





The school has adopted ‘Nelson Handwriting’as the style taught throughout.  Pupils will be taught the conventional ways of forming letter shapes in upper and lower case.  Once they are able to produce a printed style of handwriting fluently and confidently they will be encouraged to develop a comfortable and legible connected style.  The 


motor skills of children’s writing may progress at different rates and this will be taken into account.





WORD PROCESSORS





Pupils will be given as many opportunities as possible to compose on word processors.


 





























The Writing Environment





We will attempt  to create in the classrooms an environment which allows pupils -





1.	to write themselves


2.	to discuss their writing with each other


3.	to see their teacher writing and sharing the processes and final outcomes





In order that the pupils can see the classroom as a writing workshop we will attempt to provide a variety of equipment including the following:-





(a)	supplies of different types/sizes of paper folders, books etc.





(b)	adequate surfaces to work on





(c)	reference material





(d)	writing implements including the word processor





(e)	a wide variety of fiction





(f)	areas for the discussion and sharing of  ideas





Writing


Rationale


Language is the principal medium for learning and by giving expression to thoughts in writing we can come to understand them better and allow others access to them.  The process of writing involves, thinking, forming ideas and learning and to this end we are concerned in developing the individual child’s ability to “make and shape text in order to communicate meaning in written language, appropriate to context, purpose, reader or audience.”  We recognise that children themselves understand the importance of writing when they write for a real purpose and a real audience.





With reference to our own school aims and to the requirements of the N.I. Curriculum we have formulated the following list of aims for the school writing policy.





1.	To give pupils the opportunity to experience many forms of writing appropriate to context, purpose and audience.





2.	To offer pupils as many opportunities as possible to build up a rich store of 	language which will help to inform their writing.





3.	To give pupils the opportunity to talk and listen to each other and the teacher 	about their writing.





4.	To offer pupils the opportunities to explore the differences between written and spoken language in the course of their work.





5.	To provide opportunities for pupils to experiment with language.


6.	To encourage pupils to discuss and constructively criticise each others work.





7.	To provide adequate resources to allow pupils to carry out their writing 	activities.





8.	To encourage pupils to recognise and master the conventions of writing e.g. 	spelling, punctuation within the context of their work.





9.	To help pupils to progress to the proof reading and re-drafting of their own 	work or the work of others.























































































































A.	Pupils will be given the opportunity to write in a variety of forms including:-


	Key Stage 1





	-	stories





	-	letters


	


	-	descriptions of people or places





	-	lists





	-	diary





	-	simple records of observations





	-	invitations





	-	greeting cards





	-	poetry





	-	messages





	-	simple instructions





	-	news





In the infant department the teacher will devise methods to encourage and enable the pupils to get their ideas down on paper.  This will include the mechanical difficulties of controlling the pencil and making the required shapes. The teacher will act initially as the scribe writing down what the pupils dictate. Gradually they will be encouraged to become independent writers.





	Key Stage 2





	At this state pupils will be encouraged to extend their competence in the above 	forms of writing and to gradually recognise that a piece of writing need not 	always be completed at the first attempt.  In addition to the forms of writing


	introduced in Key Stage 1 pupils will also have opportunities to write





	-	dialogue


	-	notes


	-	comic strips


	-	book reviews


	-	short plays


	-	reports


	-	synopses


	-	plans


	-	re-drafts


B.	Opportunities for writing will arise out of:-





	-	first hand experiences including play





	-	audio/video tapes, television, radio





	-	pictures





	-	computer programs/concept keyboard





	-	what pupils are learning in all parts of the curriculum





	-	entry to external competitions where appropriate





	-	artefacts





	-	visitors to the classroom





	-	visits outside the classroom





	-	a wide variety of literature





	-	drama





	-	incidental activities e.g. a lamb brought to school


		 			an object brought in by child





	-	special festivals and dates e.g.Mother’s Day


						St. Patrick’s Day


						Halloween


						Pancake Day





C.	The children will be given the opportunity to write for:





	-	the teacher


	-	parents


	-	other pupils


	-	themselves


	-	younger children


	-	penfriends/pupils in other schools


	-	people not personally known to the children but who offer help or 			information


	-	an unknown reader




















D.	The Process of Writing	





	1.	Some writing is intensely personal and for the writer only it does not 		require rigorous programme of drafting.  Examples of this might be:-





		-	jottings for personal information





		-	experimental writing





		-	some lists





		-	some messages





	2.	Writing for a wider readership requires re-drafting and may go through 		all or some of the following stages according to its purpose.





		-	motivation to write





		-	time to think quietly





		-	pre-planning and note-taking





		-	opportunities to discuss with others topic, purpose and reader





		-	first draft





		-	conference with teacher





		-	subsequent drafts





		-	editing/proof reading





		-	decision on presentation and format





		-	distribution to readership or audience





	The Conventions of Writing


	We recognise that correct spelling and punctuation are essential for meaning 	therefore pupils will be taught these aspects within the context of their 	writing and through discussion with the teacher.	


	


	Key Stage 1


During this stage pupils will be taught to write correctly structured sentences 	involving the use of capital letters, full stops and question marks.  In 	developing an understanding of the difference between speech and writing they 	will be helped to recognise the needs of the reader and thus to space words 	and demarcate sentences.  As they progress through this stage they will be 	helped to review their own writing and to recognise mistakes for themselves.


	


Key Stage 2





	Within the context of their writing pupils will be encouraged to develop 	increasing competence in the use of the full stop, comma, question mark and 	exclamation mark.  Furthermore they will be introduced to other forms of 	punctuation as they are needed, through texts they are reading as well as their 	own writing.  Attention will be drawn to the use of paragraphs as their writing 	develops.





	Presentation of Work


We will encourage the children to present their work in an appropriate manner 	drawing their attention to headlines, and sub-headings etc. so that they can 	emphasise certain aspects of their work or create a particular effect.  They will 	be encouraged to consider the appropriate presentation and to recognise that 	for a wider readership their written work needs particular care.





	Writing





We will attempt to create in the classrooms an environment which allows pupils to share the process of writing with teachers and peers.





	There will be an attempt to provide a wide variety of appropriate equipment.





	Pupils in both Key stage 1 and 2, will be given the opportunity to write in a 	variety of forms as indicated in the Programmes of Study.  They will be 	encouraged to write for a number of audiences e.g. teachers, parents, other 	pupils etc.





	Pupils will be shown that some writing may  require re-drafting according to 	audience and purpose.





	The conventions of writing will be taught within the context of their writing.





	Spelling


In Key Stage 1 pupils will be introduced to the most common patterns of 	words.  They will be encouraged to spell correctly a range of familiar words 	which occur regularly in their writing or reading.  *During Key Stage 2 pupils


will be helped to extend knowledge acquired in Key Stage 1.  Emphasis will be placed upon independent searching for words in dictionaries and thesaurus and on pupils discussing words with each other. 





	Handwriting 


The Nelson Handwriting Style has been adopted by the school.  Pupils will be 	taught the conventional ways of forming letter shapes in upper and lower case.  	When able to produce a satisfactory printed style they will be encouraged to 	develop the connected style.


