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At St. John’s Primary School we value art because Art and Design contributes to the development of the whole child emotionally, aesthetically, spiritually, intellectually and socially.  It creates in the child a sense of enjoyment and a sense of purpose.

It provides pupils with a unique way of perceiving themselves and the world, which is not taught in other areas of the curriculum and which is essential to basic education.

AIMS

These aims are intended for all children in school.  How they are implemented will be dependent upon the age and ability of the children.

· To provide children with opportunities to express themselves in emotional terms through their art experiences. 

· To study and record both man-made and natural phenomena.

· To develop the children’s knowledge of materials by allowing them to experiment freely and to encourage them to use materials sensibly and safely.

· To ensure the children learn a range of pertinent skills so that they develop an expertise in using both materials and equipment and so enable the realisation of their ideas.

· To develop an understanding of the work of artists, crafts people and designers and apply this knowledge to their own work.

· To provide opportunities for studying historical, cultural and religious art.

· Involve children in experiencing and learning an artistic visual vocabulary so that their expertise in the application of visual perception and in communicating visually is increased.

OBJECTIVES

Our objectives include the development of these specific skills in line with the 

Revised Curriculum.

· Independence

· Making choices

· Observation – using real experiences, memory, imagination to observe and respond to task

· Interpretation

· Questioning

· Communication – talking about their own work and others

· Manipulative Skills – improving hand/eye co-ordination

· Experimenting and using a range of media, materials and processes

· Designing and creating

TEACHING METHODS

The teaching methods employed will vary according to the age, ability and experience of the children and the concept being taught/skills being developed.

· Children should be given the opportunity to work individually in groups and as a whole class.

· Art may be taught in a cross-curricular way.  However, some techniques should be taught separately.

· When a new technique is being introduced it is sometimes desirable that a teacher should:

a. demonstrate the technique.

b. show a finished example/or artist’s example - this could be something that another child has produced or that the teacher has produced.  The latter is often a good idea so that the teacher can experience what the child has to do and so that they might foresee any pitfalls.

CROSS-CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS

Often, work in Art and Design will have cross-curricular connections. Where this is the case, these links should be shown in teachers planning for the curriculum areas involved.

ICT AND ART

Delivery of the Art programme will be supported/enhanced by use of ICT.

Art has close links with creative technologies and suitable apps and software.
Communicating information in visual form:

Posters, labels, cards for special occasions, diagrams, plans, graphs, magazines, newsletters, opportunities to experiment with pattern and picture libraries.

Using the internet to investigate and retrieve information:

Finding and interrogating sites for information about and examples of famous artists and their work.

CELEBRATIONS OF SUCCESS AND DISPLAY POLICY

It is important that children’s success in Art is acknowledged and celebrated appropriately.  This will be done through display in classrooms and around school.

SEN/EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES/DIFFERENTIATION/ASSESSMENT

Teachers should ensure that pupils are presented with work of artists, craft workers and designers of both sexes as well as work from a variety of ethnic backgrounds.  Children should have the opportunity to have their own work put on display.

Materials should be selected and presented in a context which is suitable to the pupil’s age and ability.  Assessment through observation, communication and production of a piece of work is essential to see whether or not our aims and objectives are being achieved.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Children should be taught to use items of protective clothing as appropriate and be encouraged to develop safe and tidy work practices.

Teachers and pupils should be aware of potentially hazardous materials and tools in relation to their storage and use.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Classrooms have a store of basic resources.  

· All classrooms have their own sink.  

· Class teachers order and hold art resources within their rooms to meet their needs.

· Any shortages in specialist material needs should be communicated to the SLG. 

· Classroom organisation must allow easy access to materials.

· Providing advice and assistance to all staff
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